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History of Giethoorn – Fact Sheets 
 

English Summary – Key Events 
 

 
© Museum Giethoorn, Department of History 
Version 2026. For more details: See original Dutch text. 

 

 
Year 0          The Land of Vollenhove belongs to the territory of the Frisians. 
200-300          Romans trek through this area 
300                    First settlement of people in the region. 
400-500          Fulnaho (former name of Vollenhove) founded by the Saxons. 
695                    Creation of the Diocese of Utrecht 
800                    Area possibly under Frankish kings 
944                    Emperor Otto the Great grants hunting rights to Balderic, 15th bishop of Utrecht. 
1042                 Emperor Henry III donates to the Church of Utrecht land in the region 
1046                 Bishop of Utrecht is granted count's rights. 
1130-1170     Population: First mention of inhabitants in the Land of Vollenhove region. 
1165                 Bishop Godfried van Utrecht builds a castle in Vollenhove against the Frisians. 
1170                 Floods of 1170, creating an open connection between the Flevomeer lake and the North Sea. 
1200                 Population: Shrinking population due to famine, following the floods of 1170. 
1200                 Bishop of Utrecht builds summer residence in Vollenhove. 
1227                 First mention of the name of Giethoorn in documents (as ‘Geithorne’): Battle of Ane in 1227.  
1259                 Flagellants: The first Flagellants came up in Italy, were expelled, later also in Germany and Poland.  
1240-1320    Location: Giethoorn is located east of its current location: Between Dwarsgracht and Heldergat. 
1288                 Rights: Sint Maartens rights instituted by Bishop Jan van Sierik. 
1300-1600     Peat: Excavation of the raised bog for peat 
1311                 War: Stellingwerver Frisians, led by Bishop Guido, plundered and burned Giethoorn. 
1312                 Flagellants: Settlement of flagellants in Giethoorn, south of the village of Onna. 
1313                 Villages: First mention of the village of Muggenbeet or “Muggenbeke” (‘mosquito bite’) 
1324                 First mention of Kerspel Giethoorn (Parish Giethoorn) 
1327                 Rights: Steenwijk is granted city rights. 
1348-1352     Health: “Black death” (the plague) in the Netherlands. 
1349                  Flagellants: Pope Clemeus VI prohibits flagellantism; persecutions. 
1349 06 00     Flagellants: Two hundred flagellants from Zwaben (Germany) have arrived in the village of Spier. 
1354                  Rights: Vollenhove is granted city rights from Jan van Arkel, Bishop of Utrecht. 
1360                  Villages: First mention of the village of Beulake. 
1363                  Water: Dike rights (Dijkrecht) drostambt Vollenhove: First organized defence against threat of floods 
1375                  Villages: First mention of Blokzijl. 
1414                  Flagellants: Mention of another group of flagellants, in Germany. 
1421 11 18     Floods: Elizabethsvloed of 1421 (“Elizabeth's flood”) in large parts of the Netherlands. 
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1434 05 14     Rights: Granting of rights to the kerspel (parish) Giethoorn. 
1439                  Rights: Fishing rights Giethoornse Meer confirmed. 
1440 06 01     Water: Kerspel-lieden (parish members) of Giethoorn create a flood barrier, bordering Wanneperveen 
1444 05 13     Taxes: Regulation regarding excise duty for beer in Giethoorn. 
1459           Population: Earliest found mention of a name of an inhabitant of Giethoorn: Wycher Hendriks. 
1463 10 09     Rights: Sint Maarten’s Rights reconfirmed by David of Burgundy, Bishop of Utrecht. 
1490                  Religion: Monastery of Sint Janscamp founded (currently the location of the Sint Jansklooster village). 
1500                  Location: Giethoorn is now located along Giethoornsche Weg road (current name: Beulakerweg). 
1500-1900     Peat: Excavation of low bog for peat 
1503                  Fires: Extensive peat fire 
1515                  The Daalhof castle was built (located a few hundred meters south of the current Reformed Church) 
1530                  Religion: First Mennonites in Giethoorn. 
1548                  Water: Arembergergracht canal digging started, from Giethoornse Meer to the town of Zwartsluis. 
1551                  Religion: Settlement five Mennonite refugees (‘Dopersen’). 
1558                  Religion: “Arson, murders and other rogues” in Giethoorn (caused by anabaptism followers). 
1561                  Borders established between the Schoutambten (areas) of Giethoorn, Wanneperveen and Steenwijk. 
1563-1565     Religion: First five people in Giethoorn baptised by Leendert Bouwens (mennonite) from Emden. 
1570                  Floods: Allerheiligenvloed of 1570 (All Saints floods): The ‘Wieden’ marshes/lakes formed.  
1570                  Religion: Church built in northern Giethoorn Noord (the current Reformed Church, Beulakerweg 80). 
1580 12 15     War, 80-year war: Giethoorn set on fire, followed by plague. Population strongly hit. 
1581 01 08     War, 80-year war: Military leader Norris, coming from Meppel, set up with 2000 men in Giethoorn. 
1581 01 18     War, 80-year war: Military leader Norris roaks out to the village of Steenwijkerwold 
1581 01 26     War, 80-year war / Fires: Giethoorn set on fire by riders of Schenck van Toutenberg. 
1587                  Religion: Separation of Mennonites in Old Flemings and Young Flemings. 
1592                  War, 80-year war: Prince Maurits' army liberates Steenwijk from the Spanish troops. 
1598 05 23     Religion: Church Reformation. 
1600                  Population: Giethoorn has about 950 inhabitants. 
1600-1700      Population: Giethoorn peat workers leave for Groningen (Pekela) and Friesland. 
1620                  Schools: Request for skoelmeisters (schoolteachers) and voorzangers (precentors) 
1624                  Sint Maartenslieden: Horigheid (serfdom) is bought off by States of Overijssel. 
1626                  Water: Start of digging the Steenwijkerdiep canal. 
1633                  Churches: The bell chair (klokkenstoel) is built at the church in Giethoorn-Noord. 
1638                  Churches: Lady Machteld Sloet donates two silver communion cups to the church. 
1643-1646     Churches: Reformed church built in Giethoorn-Noord, replacing the catholic St. Martinus chapel. 
1648                  Water: Oldest known dike rights of Giethoorn 
1666                  Churches: The village of Beulake will have its own church building. 
1701                  Floods: Storm surge plagues the Northwestern Overijssel region. 
1745                  Religion: The church community of Beulake village becomes independent. 
1748                  Population: Giethoorn has about 1430 inhabitants. 
1750-1825      Population: Many Giethoorn people move to "new" peatlands in the province of Friesland. 
1754           Schout (mayor) Petrus Schuurman succeeds his father Jan Blom Schuurman as schout of Giethoorn 
1757-1758      Health: Rinderpest disease epidemic amongst the cattle 
1764                  Population: Giethoorn has about 1570 inhabitants 
1772 12 22     Water: Revised Dijkrecht (dike rights) of Giethoorn. 
1774-1775     Health: Rinderpest disease epidemic amongst cattle 
1775 11 00     Floods of 1775 in Northwest Overijssel. 
1776 00 00     Floods of 1776 in Northwest Overijssel. 
1780                  Religion: The church community of Beulake is incorporated into Vollenhove. 
1795                  Population: Giethoorn has about 1465 inhabitants. 
1795-1813     War: The French years: 1795 Bataafse republiek, 1806 Koninkrijk Holland, 1810 Annexation by France 
1798 06 01     Population: Giethoorn had 1599 inhabitants. 
1801                  Religion: The Mennonites unite into one Mennonite Brotherhood. 
1810                  Health: Fever epidemic, many die. 
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1810 12 18     Schools: Giethoorn has three schools: Giethoorn Noord, Giethoorn Zuid and Dwarsgracht. 
1813 01 03     Municipality: Mayor ('Maire') C.F. Kaempff died. 
1815                  People: Arend Aarsen (1726-1814), large landowner, passed away 
1821                  Population: Giethoorn has 1163 inhabitants. 
1825 02 04     Floods of 1825.  
1825 02 05     Floods: Mennonite church in Giethoorn-Noord (Middenbuurt) is washed away during the flood. 
1825 07 25     Strikes: Strike of polder workers in Blankenham. 
1828                  Polders: Lake 't Wijde ('t Wiede) is transferred into the Gieterse Polder, using a windmill. 
1832                  Health: Cholera epidemic in the Netherlands. 
1832                  First cadastral map of Giethoorn made. 
1834                  Population: Giethoorn has 1200 inhabitants. 
1834 10 00     Floods 
1840 07 04     Churches: Mennonite church of Giethoorn-Zuid buys Roekebos estate 
1841 10 18     Polders: The Gieterse polder, created from lake ‘t Wiede, is sold at public auction. 
1842                  Polders: The Gieterse polder is now kept dry by 2 windmills. 
1843                  Population: Giethoorn has about 1600 inhabitants and 388 houses. 
1843 11 28     Fires: Child killed by fire. 
1848                  Peat: Strike of peat workers. 
1850 02 00     Violence: Newborn child murdered. 
1850                  People: First man from Suriname in Giethoorn: preacher Gomarus. 
1852                  Roads: Municipality takes over footpath-bridges and becomes responsible for maintenance. 
1854                  Churches: Mennonite church in northern Giethoorn restored, after severe damages of floods of 1825. 
1856                  Churches: Mennonite church in Giethoorn-Zuid restored. 
1860                  Economy: ‘Tjasker’-mill builders in Giethoorn. 
1863                  Churches: First stone laid for Hervormde Pastorie (reformed rectory ) at Molenweg 9 
1865 03 12     Violence: 9-year-old boy hit by ice-hook and dies. 
1866                  Municipality: First Giethoorn town-hall built, at Binnenpad 60 
1866                  Health: Cholera decease in Giethoorn 
1867 12 23     Transport: First train in the neighbouring city of Steenwijk 
1868                  Population: Giethoorn has more than 1600 inhabitants. 
1869                  Fires: Many fires in Giethoorn. 
1869 07 05     Press: First publication of the newspaper ‘Opregte Steenwijker Courant’. 
1871                  Churches: Renewed Mennonite church, known as "the Vermaenege", built in southern Giethoorn. 
1871                  Books: Reverend Rinse Koopmans van Boekeren (1832-1996) writes a book on Giethoorn. 
1873 01 01     Population: Giethoorn had 1686 inhabitants, of which 868 men and 818 women. 
1874 07 23     Health: The council of the Municipality of Giethoorn appoints mrs. Frank as a midwife. 
1874                  Sports: Skating club ‘De Volharding’ founded in the cold winter of 1874-1875. 
1875                  Mail: Post office established in Giethoorn. 
1875-1935     Economy: Four hay-presses in operation: Kleene, Jager, Otten&Prinsen and Oerlemans. 
1879                  Mills: Foundation of Corn Mill (current location: Kerkweg 50A). 
1880-1885     Painters: Painter Willem Bastiaan Tholen regularly visits Giethoorn. 
1880                  Schools: New school built in Giethoorn-Noord. 
1880-1887     Economy: Shipyard Smit, later named Schreur, starts at the Binnenpad 137. 
1883                  Schools: New school built in Giethoorn-Zuid (current location: Binnenpad 56) 
1848 06 00     Health: Foundation of the association "Steun in Ziekte" (supporting ill people) 
1885                  Transport: First bicycle in the northwestern Overijssel region 
1885 09 24     Violence: Youngsters attack policeman Klaas Slagter, as he refuses to marry his pregnant maid. 
1886 10 22     Violence: Policeman Hendrik Kiel is killed and drowns in Lake Beulake. 
1888                  Peat: Strike of peat workers. 
1888                  Roads: Footpath between Dwarsgracht-Noord and (currently) Beulakerweg  ready. 
1889                  Water: Foundation of water board “Waterschap Vollenhove”. 
1890                  Economy: Shipyard Vos starts at the Beulakerweg 63, later nr. 123, finally nr. 48. 
1890                  Transport: First bicycles in Giethoorn. 

4



 

Museum Giethoorn Afdeling Historie                               Historische Feitenlijst versie 2026  Pagina

  

1890                  Churches: Small church building built at Binnenpad 36: The 'Sukerfabriekie' (sugar factory). 
1890 01 02     Religion: Northern mennonites and southern mennonite in Giethoorn merge into one community. 
1891                  Music: Foundation of singing group “'t Noordeinde”. 
1892                  Municipality: Mayor Vos, the only mayor in Giethoorn’s history born in Giethoorn, passed away.  
1892 09 01     Fires: Foundation of the Mutual Fire Guarantee Association ('de Braandkaaste'). 
1894                  Water: Completion of Ettenlandse Kolk Sluis (lock). 
1894                  Churches: Mennonite church in Noord demolished. 
1895                  Schools: Foundation of Sunday School of the Mennonite Church. 
1895-1915     Economy: Many Giethoorn families move to the Twente region, to find jobs in the industry. 
1896                  Roads: Sand road “de Diek” (currently: Beulakerweg) to Steenwijk is paved. 
1896                  Roads: Paardepad road created (currently named Hylkemaweg). 
1897 04 00     Economy: Foundation of dairy factory “De Eendracht” (‘The Unity’) 
1897 11 04     Music: Foundation of marching band / orchestra “Fanfare”. 
1897                  Schools: Son of teacher Hoogeveen designs the ‘Leesplankje’ (reading board) for school children 
1898                  Health: Doctor's residence built, at Binnenpad 14 
1898 04 22     Health: Doctor Algera starts as first general practitioner in Giethoorn. 
1898                  Culture: Theatre group "Bilderdijk" was founded. 
18981200       Infrastructure: First telephone office in Giethoorn. 
1899                  Population: Giethoorn has 2011 inhabitants 
1900                  Roads: Sand road “Gieterse Diek” (currently Beulakerweg) is being widened and paved.  
1901-1902     Peat: Strike of peat workers. 
1901 11 04     Schools: Ambacht-school (arts and crafts school) founded in Steenwijk. 
1902            Fires: Corn Mill (Kerkweg 50) burned down. It was later rebuilt in 1925. 
1904                  Transport: First regular omnibus service between Steenwijk and Giethoorn. 
1905 01 01     Population: Giethoorn has 2115 inhabitants. 
1905 04 00     Violence: Man from Steenwijkerwold village attempts to murder a woman, and commits suicide. 
1905                  Books: Reverend Schuurmans writes article on Giethoorn (“Giethoorn... is indescribable”). 
1908                  Schools: The Steenwijk highschool (HBS) opens its doors in the spring. 
1908                  Recreation: Girls' association 'Dorcas' founded by pastor Jansen Schoonhoven 
1909                  Churches: Decision to purchase an organ in the Mennonite church. 
1910                  Schools: Schoolmaster's residence Giethoorn-Noord built - Beulakerweg 82 
1911                  Foundation of the Association for State Pensions, dept. Giethoorn 
1911 02 11     Churches: Build of new Pastorie building (rectory), next to Mennonite church. 
1912                  Religion: Pastor Hylkema (1888-1962), is appointed as pastor of the Mennonite church 
1913                  Economy: Foundation of cooperative bakery “De Tijdgeest” (spirit of the times). 
1913 11 13     Roads: Tender for the construction of a footpath along Cornelisgracht and Dwarsgracht. 
1914 10 14     Music: Foundation of mennonite choir "Vriendenkring” (circle of friends). 
1914-1918     War: First World War: Food shortages, mobilization. Hay is exported to Germany. 
1918-1919     Health: Spanish flu epidemic, following the war. Many people die. 
1915 02 03     Fires: Elderly couple killed in fire. 
1915 12 00     Economy: Foundation of Rietvlechtschool (reed weaving school). 
1916                  Recreation: Foundation of association Samen Een (‘Together One’) 
1916                  Health: Foundation of a department of the Groene Kruis (green cross) Giethoorn 
1916 01 13     Floods 
1916 12 30     Violence: Drama of Jonen. Son is accidentally killed by his father with a gun. 
1917                  Economy: Giethoorn has 300 professional fishermen 
1918                  Recreation: The Kraggehuis recreation house is built on an island in Lake Bovenwijde. 
1918                  Economy: Foundation of the Boerenleenbank Bank in Giethoorn (later: Raiffeisenbank). 
1918-1919     Health: Spanish flu epidemic, following the war. Many people die. 
1919 10 07     Transport: Foundation of the KLM airline in the Netherlands 
1919-1920     Economy: Landbouwbank (agricultural bank) built 
1920                  Economy: Reed cultivation 
1920 03 20     Sports: Establishment of Korfball club “Samen Een”. 
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1920 06 09     Water: Opening of Gemaal (pumping station) mill Stroink, regulating water levels in the region. 
1920 12  31    Population: Giethoorn, census 1920: 41% Mennonite, 43% Reformed, 1% Catholic, 15% none. 
1921 05 28     Royalty: Royal visit to Giethoorn: Queen Wilhelmina, Prince Hendrik, Princess Juliana. 
1922                  Houses: Temporary houses built due to housing shortage 
1922 10 16     Transport: Start of bus service Steenwijk-Giethoorn-Wanneperveen-Kolderveen-Meppel 
1922                  Houses: Historical miller’s house (Gruttershuis, Binnenpad 82B) demolished.  
1924 01 01     Population: Giethoorn has 2260 inhabitants. 
1924-1929     Water: Digging of the Steenwijk-Giethoorn-Beukers canal 
1925                 Churches: New study room built next to the Mennonite church. 
1925-1926    Infrastructure: Electric lighting introduced. Jonen would follow only in 1972. 
1920-1935    Municipality: Municipal council meetings with mayor Hazenberg get national press attention.  
1927 01 15    Sports: Foundation of Skatingclub “Ons Belang” in Dwarsgracht and Jonen. 
1927                Culture: Annigje Maat (1867-1927) passed away (popular female writer of local novels) 
1928 01 24   Cultivation: Foundation of “Ontginningsmaatschappij Land van Vollenhove”, land west of Giethoorn. 
1928 08 00   Tourism: New regulations, as guides are to be licensed. 
1928 10 16   Transport: Permit for bus connection Blokzijl-Vollenhove-Blauwe Hand-Giethoorn-Steenwijk 
1928 12 14   Cultivation: Start of land cultivation work, west of Giethoorn village, into “polder IV”. 
1928 12 00   Violence: Man attempts to murder his landlady with an ax, then commits suicide. 
1929                Economy: Giethoorn has 36 private companies. 
1929                Water: Dorpsgracht canal and other canals dredged in Giethoorn. 
1929 04 02   Health: Foundation of the Association for Hospital Nursing “Ziekenzorg” Giethoorn. 
1929 07 06   Water: Official opening of canal Steenwijk–Giethoorn-Beukers. 
1929                Fires: Windmill (east of ‘t Klooster road) set on fire by thunder&lightning.  
1929                Municipality: New townhall Hylkemaweg 38 (replacing the previous townhall at Binnenpad 60) 
1930                Water: Polder pumping station (‘gemaal’) Ruys de Beerenbrouck built 
1930                Water: Polder pumping station (‘gemaal’) Jonenweg 9 built 
1930                Recreation: Recreation center ‘Ontspanningsgebouw’ (Beulakerweg) opens for the polder workers.  
1930 01 01     Population: Giethoorn has 2156 inhabitants. 
1930 03 00     Infrastructure: Start of introduction of water supply system for the houses in Giethoorn. 
1930 03 14     Cultivation: First sowing of oats in the Beulakerpolder. 
1930 04 08     Water: Last use of high-tide warning canon in northwestern Overijssel. 
1930 06 15     Sports: Foundation of sports club G.V.V. in Giethoorn Noord. 
1930 12 31     Population: Giethoorn has 2119 inhabitants. 
1931                  Cultivation: Company “Ontginningsmaatschappij Land van Vollenhove” taken over by the state.  
1931                  Churches: Reformed church restored (Beulakerweg 80). 
1932                  Recreation: Mennonite recreation center "Samen Een" built on the east side of Lake Bovenwijde. 
1932 05 28     Water: Construction of Afsluitdijk finished, closing the Dutch Zuiderzee, preventing future floods. 
1932 10 00     Sports: Foundation of soccer club “Venetians” in Giethoorn Zuid 
1932                  Sports: Skatingclub “De Volharding” split into two clubs: “Klein Thialf” (Noord) and “‘t Wiede” (Zuid).  
1933 04 13     Economy: Foundation of Giethoorn department of the Bouwbond (Dutch construction association) 
1933 08 21     Tourism: Foundation of Tourist office (VVV) in Hotel Maat. 
1934                  Nature: Association Natuurmonumenten buys the Bakkerskooi (duck decoy) in Wanneperveen. 
1934-1937     Fires: Fires on various houses in the Langesteeg street 
1934 04 17     Community: Foundation of “Plattelandsvrouwen” (association of rural women), dept. Giethoorn 
1935                  Restaurants: Theehuis (later named: Paviljoen ‘t Wiede) built on the eastern side of Lake Bovenwijde  
1935 07 07     Restaurants: Smit's Paviljoen festively opened on the western side of Lake Bovenwijde. 
1936                  Health: Foundation of the mennonite ‘Zusterkring’ (sister circle), caring for the ill and elderly.  
1936 07 07     Climate: Heavy rains. 
1937                  Economy: 23 new farms in the newly cultivated area, west of the canal. 
1937                  Water: Southern watermill at the Kerkweg demolished 
1937 10 03     Transport: Opening busroute Blauwe Hand-Giethoorn-Steenwijk. 
1937                  Water: Gemaal (water pumping station) Oeverweg 3 built 
1938                  Roads: Asphalting the Beulakerweg road. 
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1938                  Tourism: Municipal regulation regarding restrictions on building summer houses at Lake Bovenwijde 
1939                  Water: Gemaal (water pumping station) Kerkweg 50 built 
1939 04 01     Bridges: New drawbridge over the canal in Giethoorn-Zuid put into use. 
1940 01 01     Bridges: Swing bridge at ‘Oelius’ decommissioned (over the canal, Giethoorn Noord). 
1940 01 03     Nature: Association Natuurmonumenten buys the Otterskooi (duck decoy). 
1940 05 07     Infrastructure: Automation of telephone network. 
1940-1945     War: Second World War. German occupation, resistance, food shortage. 
1941                  Culture: Jantje Maat (1856-1941), popular female writer of local novels, passed away. 
1941 01 24     Municipality proposes to cultivate eastern part of Giethoorn. Not realised due to protests. 
1943 06 07     War: Dutch resistance steals population register from Wanneperveen townhall. 
1943 09 00     Fires: Fire at two farms at Zuiderpad road. 
1944 02 29     War: War plane crashes close to Jonen village. 
1944 09 23     Floods: Northwestern Overijssel flooded, after inundation by the German occupiers. 
1944 09 05     Transport: Closure of bus route Blauwe Hand-Giethoorn-Steenwijk. 
1945 04 13     War: Liberation of Giethoorn from the German occupiers. 
1945 05 05     War: Liberation meeting. 
1945 05 17     War: Festive liberation Day. 
1945                  Music: Foundation of singing group “Soli Deo Gloria” Dwarsgracht. 
1945 11 19     Transport: Reopening bus route Blauwe Hand-Giethoorn-Steenwijk 
1946 06 01     Children: First kindergarten in Giethoorn Zuid. 
1946                  Culture: First organised decorated boat parade, the Gondelvaart, takes place in Dwarsgracht. 
1946 11 16     Foundation of the Oranjevereniging (orange association) in Dwarsgracht. 
1946-1947     Climate: Severe winter. More than three months of skating. 
1947-1949     War: Dutch military actions in the Dutch East Indies. 
1947 05 31     Population: Giethoorn has 2565 inhabitants. 
1948                  Economy: Foundation of the Giethoorn Department of the Eastern Poultry Cooperative. 
1948 10 11     Culture: Foundation of the theatre group "De Olijke Spelers" (the jolly players) in Dwarsgracht. 
1949 10 09     Sports: Foundation of the Gymnastics association “Samen Een”. 
1950                  Water: Northern watermill on the Kerkweg road demolished 
1951                  Roads: Municipality takes over responsibility for (bicycle & foot) paths along the village canal. 
1951 09 13     Roads: Opening of Steenwijk - Blokzijl road. 
1952                  Infrastructure: Natural gas found. 
1952                  Sports: Skating clubs “'t Wiede” (Zuid) and “Klein Thialf” (Noord) merge into ”IJsclub Giethoorn" 
1952 01 27     Roads: Paardepad road (‘horsepath’) is renamed Ds. T.O. Hylkemaweg road. 
1952 04 08     Houses: Renumbering of the houses in Giethoorn. 
1952 05 00     Economy: Foundation of Retail Association Giethoorn 
1952 06 10     Houses: First spade in the ground for newly designed village Scheerwolde, near Giethoorn 
1953 02 00     Floods: Giethoorn men provide aid in Zeeland province with their punter-boats, re. the floods of 1953. 
1953                  Infrastructure: Jonen connected to the water supply systems. 
1953 07 01     Royalty: Royal visit to Giethoorn. 
1953                  Schools: Teacher J.J. Hof (1870-1953) passed away. 
1954 07 10     Culture: Fashion show in punter-boats: Women show their Giethoorn costumes. 
1954                  Schools: New primary school built in Giethoorn-Zuid, Binnenpad 56. 
1954                  Houses: New residential development, start construction of new houses in Giethoorn–Noord. 
1955                  Schools: New primary school built in Giethoorn-Noord, De Wilgen 16 
1955                  Sports: New sports field, south of Kerkweg 
1955                  Hotels: Hotel Elsevier opens – Kerkweg 11 
1955                  Water: New navy ship is named “Giethoorn”, honoring the aid re. the floods of 1953  
1955                  Houses: Historic miller’s house “Gruttershuis” is demolished, Binnenpad 26 
1956-1960     Water: Mud in the lakes cleared 
1957 03 11     Roads: Opening of access road “De Rietlanden” to Dwarsgracht. 
1958 01 01     Infrastructure: Municipal Electricity Company merged with electricity company in Zwolle. 
1958                  Movies: The popular movie “Fanfare” is recorded. 
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1958                  Houses: Farmhouse Beulakerweg 51 demolished and reconstructed at national Openlucht Museum. 
1959 05 04     Roads: Paardepad renamed to Ds. T.O. Hylkema road. Pastor Hylkema performs the opening act. 
1959 06 01     Sports: Foundation Creation of Sailing club “'t Wiede”. 
1959 06 00     Economy: First production of ‘plastic’ boats in Giethoorn, made from synthetic materials.  
1960 05 31     Population: Giethoorn has 2509 inhabitants, of which 1280 men and 1229 women. 
1962 01 00     Roads: The connecting road “De Bramen” between the Kerkweg and the Klosse put into use. 
1963                  Economy: Dairy factory “De Eendracht” closed down. 
1963-1964     Transport: Jonen gets a new bike path and a ferry. 
1963 09 25     Royalty: Queen Beatrix visits the Drostenkooi duck decoy (nicknamed Smitskooi) incognito 
1964 01 01     Water: Water board “De Gietersche Polder” integrated into water board “Waterschap Vollenhove”.  
1964                  Tourism: Recreation island created in Lake Bovenwijde. 
1964                  Culture: Giethoorn gets its own library. 
1964                  Roads: New connection road “De Auken” built, between the Beulakerweg and the Gasthuisdijk. 
1965                  Houses: New residential development: Construction of new houses near the Cornelisgracht. 
1965                  Painters: Painter Piet Zwiers (1907-1965) passed away 
1966 03 00     Community: New neighbours association “Burenplicht” in Dwarsgracht and Jonen.  
1966 11 00     Music: The “Hollands Venetië Band”  music orchestra exists 20 years. 
1967 03 00     Transport: Introduction of one-way traffic for boats in the centre of Giethoorn 
1967 07 00     Roads: Jonen can now be reached by bicycle from Blokzijl and Vollenhove. 
1968                  Painters: Painter Hendrik Broer (1886-1968) passed away  
1969                  Infrastructure: Giethoorn connected to the natural gas network. Dwarsgracht in 1970, Jonen in 1973. 
1969 05 02     Culture: Museum “De Oude Aarde”(the old earth”) opens its doors. 
1969 08 00     Climate: Heavy rains 
1970                  Art: Cartoonist Peter van Straaten (1935-2016) moves to Giethoorn 
1970                  Roads: For widening of the Beulakerweg road, some houses in northern Giethoorn are demolished. 
1971 06 00     Tourism: Camping Kroon exists for 25 years. 
1971 06 23     Schools: The Dwarsgracht school closes its doors. 
1971                  Infrastructure: Jonen is connected to the power grid. 
1973 01 01     Municipality: Giethoorn is incorporated into the new municipality of Brederwiede. 
1973                  Water: The Dorpsgracht canal will have sturdy wooden shoulders. 
1973 04 26     Churches: The study room of the Mennonite Church is designated as a wedding location. 
1973 11 27     Community: Foundation of community centre “Stichting ons Dorpshuis” in Dwarsgracht.  
1974 02 03     Fires: Farm of Rijk de Gooyer, a famous Dutch actor, destroyed by fire. 
1974 10 15     War: Salvage of the warplane, which crashed in the second world war southeast of Jonen 
1975                  Population: Giethoorn has about 2300 inhabitants and about 775 homes. 
1975                  Sports: New gym on the Sportlaan in Giethoorn Noord. 
1975                  Schools: Teacher Dirk Meijer (1890-1975), of many talents (painter, writer, coach etc.), passed away. 
1976                  Fires: Café De Harmonie burns down. 
1976 11 00     Children: Preschool playroom “de WipWap” opens its doors. 
1977                  Community: Foundation of interest group "Zuiderkern". 
1977 03 09     Sports: A swimming pool committee is established, however this has not led to a swimming pool. 
1977 09 08     Culture: Opening of the new Library on the Jonenweg. 
1977 11 07     Violence: Family quarrel ends in a drama. 
1977-1979     Water: Mud removal from Lake Bovenwijde. 
1977                  Roads: For renewing the Beulakerweg, some houses in Giethoorn-Zuid were demolished. 
1978 03 21     Children: Opening of public kindergarten “De Waterjuffer” in Giethoorn Zuid. 
1978                  Sports: Sportsclub “Samen Een” formed, merging the gymnastics and table tennis clubs.  
1978 09 30     Movies: Film premiered about punter-boat building in Giethoorn. 
1979 01 02     Dance: Founding of dance group "De Gieterse Dansers". 
1979                  Culture: Seashell Museum Gloria Maris opened 
1980                  Press: First publication of local door-to-door paper “Gieters Ni'js” (‘Giethoorn news’). 
1980-1981      Infrastructure: Giethoorn connected to the sewerage system. 
1980 05 01     Transport: The milk raft makes its last passage through the canals of Giethoorn. 
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1980 06 21     Transport: Opening of milk transfer station in Dwarsgracht. 
1980 08 08     Community: Giethoorn exists 750 year: Festive week “Gethorne 1230-1980” 
1980 12 00     Schools: Noorderschool on the Beulakerweg demolished in December. 
1980 09 01     Health: Opening of the Groene Kruis building (Green Cross health centre) Beulakerweg 119A. 
1981 06 19     Community: Opening of community center “De Buuzepolle”. 
1982                  Nature: Plans to close the Zuideindiger Wijde lake, however not realised due to local protests. 
1982                  Villages: Giethoorn, Dwarsgracht and Jonen get a formal Historically Protected status. 
1982 05 01     Economy: The last grocery in Dwarsgracht is closing its store. 
1982 09 12     Bridges: New bridge at ‘Blauwe Hand’ officially put into use. 
1982-1983     Churches: An urn wall is built at the church cemetery in Giethoorn. 
1983                  Houses: Start residential development on the site of the former dairy factory, at the Hylkemaweg. 
1983                  Roads: Construction of bicycle path along Beulakerweg. 
1983 03 26     Schools: Former school-building in Giethoorn-Zuid is turned into a community meeting room. 
1983                  Culture: Quartet game about Giethoorn introduced by parents’ committee of the school  
1983                  Restaurants: De Lindenhof reopened. 
1984                  Culture: Car Museum Histo Mobil opened 
1984 06 00     Culture: Association “Vereniging Gondelvaart Giethoorn” founded, re. boat parades.  
1984 09 27     Culture: Museum Foundation “`t Olde Maat Uus” founded. 
1984-1985     Houses: Houseboats in “Zwaaikom” are to be removed. Not realised, following protests. 
1985                 Transport: Mooring ban in the Steenwijk-Giethoorn-Beukers canal. 
1985                 Music: Musica'85 event on the Bovenwijde. 
1985-1986     Water: Canals dredged. 
1986                 Painters: Exhibition of paintings by Giethoorn painter Hendrik Broer 
1986 06 07    Fires: New fire station officially put into operation. 
1986 07 02    Roads: Parking facilities at Bartus Warnersweg road opened. 
1986 12 18    Culture: Foundation of “Vrienden van ‘t Olde Maat Uus” (the friends of the museum). 
1987                 Population: Giethoorn has about 2500 inhabitants. 
1987-1990     Tourism: Development plans for Aquadoe leisure park, however not realised, due to local protests. 
1987 09 24     Tourism: Marina “De Zuiderkluft” on the Vosjacht road put into use. 
1988                  Foundation of interest group "Vereniging Dorpsbelang Giethoorn-Noord" 
1988                  People: Jan Kleene, nicknamed “Klein Jannegien”, a well-known local character, passed away. 
1988                  People: Hendrik Werners, nicknamed “Ka’s Hein”, a well-known local character, passed away. 
1988 05 11     Culture: Opening of Museum “'t Olde Maat Uus”. 
1989 11 21     Transport: Introduction of the electrically powered fluisterboot (“whisper boat”) 
1990                  Art: Painter Dirk Twaalfhoven (1896-1990) died. He lived in the ‘Poppenhuis’ (doll’s house) 
1991                  Recreation: First ‘Kindereiland’ (children's vacation island) organized, with 50 participants. 
1991 08 29     Health: Official opening of Zonnewiede nursing home at the ds. J.J. Ketstraat 
1992 01 00     Music: Establishment of the cheerful pirate choir "the Waterlanders". 
1992 11 24     Culture: Creation of the Afdeling Historie (history department) of foundation 't Olde Maat Uus 
1993 09 14     Music: Foundation of the choir “de Flagellanten”. 
1994                  Transport: A new ferry is put into use in Jonen.  
1994 12 16     Economy: Ruilverkaveling (land exchange plan) “Giethoorn-Wanneperveen” formally finalised. 
1995                  Fires: Fire destroys part of Museum Speelman 
1995 12 31     Water: Water Board “Vollenhove” is incorporated into the new Water Board “Wold and Wieden”.  
1997                  Community: Foundation of interest group “'t Gieters Belang”. 
1998 04 03     Bridges: Opening of the new Heerenbrug bridge. 
1998 10 00     Floods: High waterlevels in northwestern Overijssel. 
2000 01 01     Water: Water board “Wold and Wieden” is incorporated in the water board “Reest and Wieden”.  
2001 01 01     Municipality: Brederwiede, including Giethoorn, incorporated into Steenwijkerland municipality. 
2002                  Recreation: Foundation of musical group “Lisdoornvarna Giethoorn” 
2005                  Nature: Start of the “Noabers van Zudert” Foundation in Dwarsgracht.  
2005 12 09     Roads: Construction of new parking space at the doctor’s house - Beulakerweg 125 
2006 05 17     Churches: Opening of “Hervormd Centrum” (Reformed Community centre) - Beulakerweg 78A 
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2006 02 00     Roads: The Hylkemaweg road is transformed into a boulevard type street 
2006 03 31     Economy: Last farmer of Dwarsgracht, Dries Eker, stops milking cows. 
2006 09 00     Culture: Opening of Cultural Centre “Kulturhus de Eendracht”. 
2007 07 01     Sports: Sports clubs Giethoorn-Noord (SVG) and -Zuid (Samen Een) merge into “sv Giethoorn se”. 
2008 06 01     Religion: Reformed Church becomes Protestant Church in Giethoorn. 
2009 01 01     Nature: Foundation Weerribben-Wieden National Park, combines Weerribben and Wieden parks 
2009                  Nature: The Beulakerpolder is restructured 
2010                  Houses: Bodelaeke residential district built, including many recreational houses 
2010                  Bridges: New bridge over Cornelisgracht built 
2013                  Tourism: Holiday park “Vakantiepark Giethoorn” opened 
2013-2014      Bridges: Infrastructure in Giethoorn renewed: Bridges, bicycle paths, lakes, etc. 
2014                  Tourism: Many Asian tourists in Giethoorn. 
2014 03 11     Community: Users of the Buuzepolle community centre requested to operate building themselves. 
2014 06 12     Tourism: Boating event “Sail Giethoorn” organised 
2015 02 25     Archeology: Coins and other objects found near the former Daalhof Castle 
2015 03 19     Tourism: Giethoorn village is part of the new Monopoly World board. 
2015 05 06     Movies: Premiere of Chinese movie “Ni Hao” about Giethoorn 
2016 04 00     Tourism: Restaurant “Holland Giethoorn” opened in Dafeng, China (near Shanghai) 
2016 01 01     Water: Water boards “Groot Salland” + “Reest and Wieden” merge into “Drents Overijsselse Delta”  
2016 05 03     War: A street is named after Willem Visscher, as a tribute to this 1940-1945 resistance hero. 
2016 08 03     Tourism: 50th “Punter spektakel” event is held, on Lake Bovenwijde 
2017 05 17     Reopening of “Museum Giethoorn ‘t Olde Maat Uus” after renovation. 
2020-2022     Health: Global COVID pandemic 
2021 08 01     Schools: Noorderschool and Zuiderschool merge 
2022 04 10     Churches: Opening of the renewed Mennonite Church – official opening by mayor R. Bats 
2022 06 07     Schools: Start of primary school “De Punter”, Beulakerweg 125A 
2024 10 00     Press: Local newspaper “Gieters Ni'js” starts off again, after 2 years without publications.  
2024 11 00     Schools: Former Noorderschool building demolished, located at De Wilgen 16. 
2025 01 00     Health: Start of constructing of new Health Centre, at the location of the former Noorderschool. 
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